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COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course is an introduction to labor relations in public education.  We will examine the anti-union school reform agenda of corporate and government elites seeking to remake public education in the image of free market capitalism.  In this context, we will examine the history of public school unions, their internal structure and politics, and their relations with the larger power structure.  The ideas and information from this course will shed new light on familiar forms of stress that para-educators encounter in public school workplaces, and the role of labor solidarity in fighting back.

REQUIRED COURSE TEXTS:

· Weiner, The Future of Our Schools: Teachers Unions and Social Justice. Haymarket Books.

· Kerchner, Koppich, and Weeres, Taking Charge of Quality: How Teachers and Unions Can Revitalize Schools. Jossey-Bass Publishers.

· Three required readings (posted at www.middleclassfightsback.org) from D’Agostino,                The Middle Class Fights Back and Bybee, “Elites Push the Skills Gap Myth”
SUGGESTED TEXTS:

· Gaffney, Teachers United: The Rise of New York State United Teachers. SUNY Press.

· Hannaway and Rotherham, Collective Bargaining in Education: Negotiating Change in Today’s Schools. Harvard Education Press. 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADE
Attendance is an ESSENTIAL component of this course. Since there are only 13 sessions, missing even one will result in a substantial loss of instructional time and may affect your grade. Repeated lateness will affect your grade.   
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There are four components to the course:

1. In-class essays. You will be writing one short essay during each class session, evaluated according to the "Performance Standards for Written Assignments" (below).

2. Term paper. You will be writing a research paper of 1800 to 2000 words. (Using 12 point Times New Roman font and one inch margins, this is about seven pages, double spaced). The paper will be evaluated according to "Performance Standards for Written Assignments" (below).  The paper should present your own viewpoint on some topic covered in the course, with additional research to support your ideas.  Your research may be done primarily using Wikipedia, but must include at least one of the sources listed at the end of a chapter in the textbook. 
3. Quality of participation.  The most important part of participation is giving undivided attention to in-class work.  Share questions as well as comments, responding to what you are reading and to ideas expressed by others in class. Use of electronic devices during instruction is strictly prohibited except with special permission of instructor.
4. Journal on the  readings.  Your  written or typed notes on what you are getting out of the  readings.  Will be examined by the instructor at the end of the course.
PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS
This course will provide ample opportunities for you to practice and improve your writing, regardless of your initial level of proficiency. In evaluating your own writing, take the following factors into account. 

· Coherence and organization. Tentatively outline the main points you want to cover before you start writing. Think about how they fit together and write a logical sequence of paragraphs reflecting that.

· Original voice. Express your own ideas in your own words, within the constraints of the assigned or chosen topic. (Note: If you plagiarize—fail to acknowledge your use of other people's words or ideas—you may lose all credit for the assignment.)

· Incorporation of theory and evidence. Build on the ideas of others and refer to evidence that supports what you say. Cite your sources, even if informally (e.g., "As Weiner notes  . . . [your paraphrase or quote of Weiner]")

· Mechanics. Attend to your spelling, grammar, clarity of expression, and (for research papers) correct citation format.

· Higher level language skills. Engage in analytical reasoning that requires and demonstrates complex sentence structure. Convey ideas effectively through your choice of words and phrases (diction), drawing from an extensive vocabulary.
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CLASS SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS

All readings should be completed by the date for which they are listed. 
1. Sept. 25.
Introduction [no assigned reading]; Unions and neoliberal school reform
2. Oct. 2.
Unions and the American Dream & results of Bloomberg’s “Children First”

 Reforms.  Required reading available at www.middleclassfightsback.org
3.  Oct. 9.
Neoliberal ideology: education, U.S. economic stagnation, and the racial achievement

gap;.  Required reading available at www.middleclassfightsback.org
4. Oct. 16.
The Assault on Public Education & Protecting the Heart of Teaching; Weiner, pp. 3 – 31
5. Oct. 23.
Building educator unions & meeting the neoliberal challenge; Weiner, pp. 33 – 62
6. Oct. 30.
The UFT in historical context; Weiner, pp. 62 – 72  &  pp. 85 – 106
7. Nov. 6.
Democratizing the schools; Weiner, pp. 107 – 129
8. Nov. 13.
Class, race and gender in the Newark teachers strike & public school unions and No Child
Left Behind (NCLB); Weiner, pp. 131 – 156
9. Nov. 20.
“The (People’s) Summit of the Americas;” Weiner, pp. 156 – 180
10. Dec. 4.
Public School Unionism Reborn; Weiner, pp. 180 – 208
11. Dec. 11.
Taking Charge of Quality, Kerchner et al, pp. 1 – 31 
12. Dec. 18.
Taking Charge of Quality (continued); Kerchner et al, pp. 32 -- 61
13. Jan. 8.
School Unionism 101 & Unleasing Minds and Brains; Weiner, pp. 73 – 81  
& required reading available at www.middleclassfightsback.org
